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Call for Action and Mobilisation at the World Food Summit/five years later in Rome

Let the hunger-debate be the human bridge between Rome and Qatar

Interested organisations should contact one of the Regional Focal Points in the list at the end of this document with copy to the International Focal Point

1 Why Should You Come?

The World Food Summit is part of a series of international processes to halve the misery of the world within 20 years. These processes are proclaimed to be a new international consensus.  But is it more than a collection of old medicines? 

The cure is built on trust in market liberalisation, private investment and modern technologies like genetic engineering and high intensity confined animal production. The result is an increasingly industrialised agricultural system, which is also resulting in some failures to produce safe and high quality food.

We do not believe in the cure or the consensus. Today for a huge number of people living all over the world, the most fundamental right, the right to food, is denied. Food continues to be used as a political tool.  Moreover, inequality is increasing between countries in North and South and inside countries everywhere. 

The core of the problem is that the majority of those who are hungry world-wide are peoples and families who live as farmers and producers of food. The current system of agricultural policies is destroying the livelihoods of these farmers. These people become hungry when they do not have or are losing their possibility to produce food. Displacement from the land, growing problems of farm debt, poisoning and new diseases are all aspects of these growing difficulties for farmers.  The children of farmers do not see a future in farming, rural cultures are being destroyed, and with the loss of local agricultural economies and ways of farming, agriculture becomes socially, culturally and environmentally unsustainable. Further, the migration of rural people to urban areas adds to the growing numbers of hungry people already there.

Five years ago the heads of States and governments gathered in Rome at the occasion of the World Food Summit and set up an agenda of cure and change. Lofty commitments, some weak promises and a list of 182 actions were to bring long term change to  halve the hungry world-wide before 2015. NGOs and farmers’ organisations were already very critical at these parallel gathering in 1996. Now after five years the official plea is for more political will and more resources…. but the problem is the proposed cure itself.  

Furthermore the World Food Summit process is handicapped.  Other global processes related to trade and debt are driving increasing hunger at the same time and they are not linked at all with the WFS.  Moreover the concerns for hunger and agriculture are increasingly marginalized both in northern aid budgets and in developing countries’ domestic policies.

We believe that the WFS/fyl can be a positive step towards achieving the WFS goal provided that there can be real dialogue on key issues focused on what works and what doesn’t.  There is a very good chance that the WFS/fyl will host a genuine multistakeholder dialogue including strong civil society participation.  Good preparation by civil society offers a new opportunity to make a positive contribution to the WFS process.

At the same time as governments prepare for Rome, the same governments are preparing for the WTO Ministerial in Qatar and new trade rules which will increase the number of ‘unneeded’ farmers.  The search for ‘lowest cost’ producers is already driving many farmers of the North and the South from the land.  Further the dumping of cheap imported food causes the destruction of their local markets.  Many of these ‘unneeded’ farmers in developing countries, for lack of alternative sustainable livelihoods, will be displaced and become part of tomorrow’s growing number of hungry. 

 The conversion of food from a core principle of human life to purely a trade commodity threatens the foundation of many cultures.  Current patterns of trade liberalisation create food insecurity.  They have a destructive effect on food sovereignty and on the majority of those who face hunger, the rural poor, and are  key elements to consider in any serious attempt to achieve the World Food Summit goal.

We call upon all NGOs and civil society organizations from around the world to join us in Rome at the time of the World Food Summit/five years later and immediately before the Qatar WTO Ministerial.  This will be an urgent moment because the outcome of Qatar can destroy the potential achievements in Rome.  

Let us act now and together say ‘NO’ to the old medicines, ‘NO’ to the separation of trade negotiations and hunger concerns and ‘YES’ to the demand that food security be a global priority under which all international processes must fit.

2 Who is making this Call?

We are representatives from about 25 non-governmental and civil society organizations (NGO/CSO) and networks representing indigenous peoples, women, youth, thematic and regional networks, farmers’ organizations and development NGOs, all deeply engaged with food security and sustainable agriculture issues. 

3 Objectives

The objectives of the NGOs/CSOs initiatives related to the WFS/fyl are to:

· Mobilize a public opinion and participation to demonstrate the need for urgent changes in the WFS/fyl process.

· Assess the causes of hunger in the world today and identify strategic priorities among the many activities recommended in the WFS Plan of Action and any currently ignored issues;

· Review action taken by governments and multilateral organizations, such as the World Bank/IMF, WTO and international development aid agencies, to implement the WFS Plan of Action, and to review the impact of their activities on food insecurity; 

· assess what NGO/CSOs have done to reduce food insecurity and present relevant case studies of effective field programmes and policy advocacy activities;

· make practical policy proposals to FAO and member states and other international institutions to achieve the WFS goal.

In 1996 NGOs/CSOs formulated principles and concepts of food security – such as food sovereignty - that are now beginning to be accepted by some official policy makers. Today we want to go one step further and present successful demonstrations and alternative proposals.

4 Strategic Issues 

We have identified five strategic issues on which to focus because we feel they are the keys to attaining world food security:

· Right to Food – in relationship to international arrangements (e.g.trade), other relevant policies and domestic social policies.

· Food Sovereignty – the right of the peoples of each country to determine their own food policy

· Agricultural Production Models – agro-ecological, organic and other sustainable alternatives to the current industrial model including their impact on food safety; 

· Access to Resources – land, forests, water, credit and genetic resources; land reform and security of tenure.

· Democracy and civil society involvEment – community empowerment and the national institutional arrangements to foster its capacity and legitimacy are essential.  At the same time, it is crucial that governments acknowledge their full responsibility and take effective action towards obtaining food security for all.  The existence of international mechanisms should aim to support economic, social and political processes of democratisation at the country level, rather than encouraging their marginalization. 

A major cross cutting issue will be how to protect the livelihoods of the rural poor and indigenous peoples in the context of globalisation, with attention to issues of discrimination including gender, caste and class, and ethnicity.

(Guidelines have been prepared for the presentation by civil society of case studies to illustrate an alternative vision based upon these five strategic issues.)

5 The Process of Preparation

5.1 At the national level 

NGOs/CSOs are urged to: 

· Assess the hunger situation (domestically and internationally); 

· Assess their government commitments and actions (case studies);

· Assess foreign cooperation and other interventions (case studies);

· Assess NGO/CSO commitment and actions (case studies);

· Highlight the need for action and provide policy proposals; 

· Reinforce efforts to build political will, also linking proposals to national preparations for the World Summit on Sustainable development (JOHANNESBURG SUMMIT 2002)   

To achieve this they could:

· Mobilise NGOs /CSOs, and traditional councils or assemblies;
· Organise national meetings and debates;

· Organise consultations with governments in connection with their official preparations for WFS-FYL;

· Inform public opinion and media, etc.

5.2 At the subregional and regional level

We plan to undertake a regional synthesis of national experience and proposals, including the contributions of regional thematic networks. This should be accompanied by regional dialogue between CSOs and governments. The help of FAO’s regional offices will be sought.

To achieve this NGOs/CSOs could:

· Organise regional meetings;

· Organise e-conferences at the regional level;

· Sponsor  strategic dialogues on core issues between stakeholders.

5.3 International level

5.3.1 BEFORE THE EVENT - Civil society should take any opportunities to engage the process of the preparation for the WFS/fyl Draft Declaration. 

A preparatory meeting with NGOs/CSOs attending the parallel NGO/CSO FORUM  will be held just before the start of  WFS-FYL event with the aim of consolidating regional contributions strategizing for both mobilization of public opinion and effective dialogue with governments and other stakeholders.

5.3.2 DURING THE EVENT  - A parallel NGO/CSO Forum will provide an opportunity for groups and organisations which are not attending the official event to discuss and debate the full range of food/hunger related issues including those of the trade negotiations to be held in Qatar immediately afterwards.

Strategic dialogues between NGOs/CSOs and governments and representatives of other international organizations will be organized by NGOs/CSOs FORUM in the context of the official WFS-FYL event.

NGO/CSO activities regarding the WFS-FYL will be coordinated with efforts to put food and agriculture issues high on the agenda of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in JOHANNESBURG IN 2002.

6. Coordination Structure
The NGOs/CSOs who make up the Core Planning Committee for the WFS/fyl follows. 

International Focal Point:
Antonio Onorati, Coordinator of the Host NGO Committee (mc2535@mclink.it) 

Coordinator of case study preparation:
Jean Marc Von der Weid, CGIAR/NGO Committee (aspta@ax.apc.org) 

Regional Focal Points: 

Africa: Ndiogou Fall, Réseau des organisations paysannes et de producteurs agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (fongs@telecomplus,cncr@cncr.org) , and Mercy Karanja, Kenya National Farmers Union (knfu@arcc.or.ke) 

Asia-Pacific: Roel Ravanera, ANGOC (angoc@angoc.ngo.ph), Biblap Halim, IMSE/SANFEC (bipimse@cal.vsnl.net.in) and Sarojeni Rengan, PAN (panap@panap.po.my); Yoshitaka Mashima, NOUMINREN ( mashima@nouminren.ne.jp)
Near East: Mutaz Husseini, Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee (pr@pal.arc.org; mutaz@pal-arc.org); Burhan Bencharif, AREA (area@wissal.dz)

Europe (EU and East and Central Europe Countries): Daniel Van Der Steen, Liaison Committee of Development NGOs to the EU (daniel.vandersteen@csa-be.org) and Annemarija Slabe, Federation of Organic Farmers of Slovenia (anamarija.slabe@attglobal.net) .

Latin America: Alberto Ercilio Broch, CONTAG (alberto@contag.org.br) ; Rosaura Rodriguez, Union estatal de organizaciones económicas y mujeres productoras de Guerrero (uestatal@hotmail.com) ;Ana Maria Acevedo, FOVIDA (aacevedo@fovida.org.pe); Mario Ahumada, MAELA (maa@ctcreuna.cl); Karin Nansen, REDES/FOE URUGUAY (urusust@redes.org.uy)

North America: Stuart Clark, Co-Chair Canadian Consultative Group on Food Security (s_clark@foodgrainsbank.ca) 

Major Constituency Group Focal Points:

Farmers: David King, IFAP (david.king@ifap.org) and Joao Viera/Paul Nicholson, Via Campesina (cpe@cpefarmers.org) 

Indigenous Peoples: Carol Kalafatic, International Indian Treaty Council (iitcny@mindspring.com) 

Sustainable Agriculture/Food Security NGOs: Linda Elswick, Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development Working Group/NGO SAFS Caucus (ipsa@igc.org) 

Trade Unions: Peter Hurst, IUF, Geneva (peter.hurst@iuf.org)

Ad Hoc Group of International NGOs in Rome: Francesca Ronchi-Proja (basili.c@tiscalinet.it) 

Youth Organizations, Marita Wiggerthale, MIJARC (International Movement of Catholic Agricultural and Rural Youth) (world@mijarc.org) 

Thematic Focal Points

Right to Food:  Michael Windfuhr, FIAN International (windfuhr@fian.org) 

Food Sovereignty: Paul Nicholson, La Via Campesina (pnicholson@ehne.org); Steve Suppan, Institute for Agriculture & Trade Policy (ssuppan@iatp.org)

Agricultural Production Models: Jean Marc von der Weid, AS-PTA, CGIAR/NGO Committee (aspta@ax.apc.org)

Access to Productive Resources:

· Genetic Resources: GRAIN (henk@grain.org);  RAFI (rafi@rafi.org), ITDG (Patrick_Mulvany@CompuServe.com) or  (patrickm@itdg.org.uk)

· Water: Anil Agarwal, Centre for Science & Environment (cse@cseindia.org)

· Land: Peter Rosset, FOODFIRST (rosset@foodfirst.org)

 Democracy and civil society involvEment: Elena Mancusi-Materi/Franck Amalric, Society for International Development, (elenam@sidint.org, francka@sidint.org) 

ANNEXES: 
1. NGO Forum 1996 Declaration (full text)



