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Draft decision subnitted by the Chair of the Contact G oup on
agricultural biodiversity

The Conference of the Parties

. PROGRAMME OF WORK

1. Vel comes the assessnent of ongoing activities and instrunments
(UNEP/ CBDY SBSTTA/ 5/ INF/10) and its nmain findings as presented in the note by
the Executive Secretary on agricultural biological diversity: review of phase
| of the programme of work and adoption of nulti-year programme of work
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 5/ 11) ;

2. Takes note of the decision on agriculture adopted by the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its eighth session

3. Endorses the programme of work on agricultural biologica
diversity contained in the annex to the present decision, contributing to the

i npl enentation of decision III/ll;

4, Urges Parties, Covernnents, international and regiona
organi zations, civil-society organizations and other relevant bodies to-
pronote and, as appropriate, carry out the programme of work and to pronote
regional and thenatic cooperation within this framework;

5. Recogni zes the contribution of farmers, |
communities to the conservati on and sustainable use of agricultura
bi odi versity and the inmportance of agricultural biodiversity to their

/...
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livelihoods, enphasizes the inportance of their participation in the

i npl enentation of the programme of work, and recognizes the need for
incentives, in accordance with Article Il of the Convention on Biological
Diversity and consistent with Article 22, and support for capacity-building
and information exchange to benefit farmers, indigenous and local comunities

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to invite the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to support the devel opnent and
i npl ementation of the programme of work, and also to expand cooperation by
inviting other relevant organizations (such as the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme, the United Nations Environnent Programme, the Wrld Bank, regional
devel opment banks, the centres of the Consultative Goup on Internationa
Agricultural Research and other international agricultural research centres,
and | UCN-The World Conservation Union), in supporting the inplenentation of
the programme of work, and to avoid duplication of activities;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to undertake the necessary steps
for the full inplenentation of the programme of work;
8. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a progress report and

proposals for the further inplementation of this programme of work for
consi deration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice prior to the sixth neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, on the basis of which the Conference of the Parties may provide
further guidance, for exanple, in the form of

(a) A tinetable for inplenentation of activities, including
m | est ones;
(h) A schedule for reporting on further progress;
(c) Resource requirenents; and -
(d) Responsi bilities of partners and col | aborators.
9. Invites Parties, inaccordance with Article 20 of the Convention,

and bilateral and international funding agencies to provide support for the
i mpl ementation of the activities of the progranme of work on agricultura
biodiversity, in particular, for capacity-building and case-studies in

devel opi ng countries and countries with economes in transition
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10. Invites Parties, Governments and rel evant organizations to support
actions to raise public awareness in support of sustainable farm ng and food
production systens that maintain agricultural biodiversity,;

11*. Decides to provide the follow ng guidance to the d obal
Environnent Facility as the institution operating as the financial
mechani sm of the Convention. In this regard, the G obal Environnent
Facility shall provide financial resources to eligible countries for
country activities and programmes, consistent with national priorities
and objectives, recognizing that econom c and social devel opment and
poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of
devel opi ng countries, for supporting, as a priority, inplenentation of
activities in the progranme of work on agricultural biodiversity, in
accordance with decision V/-, inter alia, through the tinmely

finalization and inplenmentation of its Operational Programre on
Agricultural Biodiversity, and in the devel opnent and inplenentation of
ot her relevant Operational Programes;

*

Thi s paragraph would be transmtted to Working Goup |1,
consi dering agenda item 18.1 (Financial resources and nechanisnj.

12. Recogni zes the potential contribution that the revised
International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources, in harmony with the
Convention, would have to assist in the inplementation of this progranme O0f

wor k;

13. While noting the report of the Chairman of the Conmission on
CGenetic Resources for Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, urges the Conmmission to finalize its work
as soon as possible. The International Undertaking is envisaged to play a
crucial role in the inplementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
The Conference of the Parties affirms its willingness to consider a decision
by the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations that the International Undertaking become a legally binding instrument
with strong links to both the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nat i ons and the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity. It calls upon Parties to
coordinate their positions in both foruns. {text of ABS decision 6 his}
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14. Wl cones the adoption of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior
I nformed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in
International Trade, and urges Parties and Covernnents to ratify this

Conventi on;

15. Encourages Parties and Governnents to support the application of
the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity for observer
status in the Conmittee on Agriculture of the Wrld Trade Organization, in
line with paragraph 9 of decision IV/6 of the Conference of Parties;

[, | NTERNATI ONAL | NI TI ATI VE FOR THE CONSERVATI ON AND
SUSTAI NABLE USE OF POLLI NATORS
Consi dering decision IlI/Il, in which the Conference of the Parties
establ i shed the programre of work on agricultural biodiversity, and called for
priority attention to conmponents of biodiversity responsible for the
mai nt enance of ecosystem services inportant for the sustainability of
agriculture, including pollinators;

Consi dering the recommendations of the SZo Paula Declaration on
Pollinators, based on the results of the Wrkshop on the Conservation and
Sustai nable Use of Pollinators in Agriculture, wth an Enphasis on Bees, held
in SZo Paulo, Brazil, from7 to 9 October 1998, presented by the Brazilian
Governnent at the fifth neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,

Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

Consi dering the urgent need to address the issue of worldw de decline of
pol linator diversity, and considering reconmendation V/9 of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice;

16. Decides to establish an International Initiative for the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators as a cross-cutting initiative
within the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity to pronote
coordi nated action worldw de to:

(a) Monitor pollinator decline, its causes and its inpact on

pol I ination services;

(b) Address the |ack of taxonomc information on pollinators;
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(c) Assess the economc value of pollination and the econom c inpact
of the decline of pollination services;

(d) Promote the conservation and the restoration and sustainable use
of pollinator diversity in agriculture and rel ated ecosystens;

17. Requests the Executive Secretary to invite the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to facilitate and coordinate
the intitiative in close cooperation with other relevant organizations and to
consi der establishing a coordination mechanism W th geographical balance and
with leading relevant organizations, to prepare a proposal for a plan of
action taking into account the recomendati ons at the SZo Paul o Declaration on
Pollinators, as well as on contributions submitted by countries and rel evant
organi zations, for submission to and review by the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice, and consideration by the
Conference of the Parties at its sixth neeting;

18. Invites |eading relevant organizations, such as |UCN-The Wrld
Conservation Union, the International Bee Research Association and the
International Commission for Plant-Bee Relationships, the International Centre
of Insect Physiology and Ecology, the international agriculture research
centres of the Consultative Goup on International Agricultural Research and
ot her relevant regional and international bodies to collaborate in supporting
actions in Parties and countries subject to pollinators decline;

19. Requests the Executive Secretary, the Subsidiary Body on

Scientific,, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and the financial nechanismto

support the devel opnent and inplenmentation of the Initiative and invites

Parties and Governments to coll aborate and conpile case-studi es and inpl enent
pilot projects, making use of the clearing-house nmechanism and to report to
the Conference of the Parties at its sixth meeting.

Annex
PROGRAMVE OF WORK ON AGRI CULTURAL BI CDI VERSI TY

A. Overall objectives, approach and quidins principles

1. The overall aimof the programme of work is to pronote the objectives of
the Convention in the area of agricultural biodiversity, in line with relevant
decisions of the Conference of Parties, notably decisions 11/15, 111/11 and

IVI6. This programme of work will also contribute to the inplementation of
/ .
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chapter 14 of Agenda 21 (Sustainable agriculture and rural devel opment). The
scope of agricultural biodiversity is described in the appendix hereto.

2. More specifically, the objectives, as spelt out in paragraph 1 of
decision I11/11 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Bi ol ogical Diversity, are

(a) To pronote the positive effects and nmitigate the negative inpacts
of agricultural systenms and practices on biological diversity in agro-
ecosystens and their interface with other ecosystens;

(b) To pronote the conservation and sustainable use of genetic
resources of actual and potential value for food and agriculture;

(c) To promote the fair and equitable sharing of benefits ari si ng out
of the use of genetic resources.

3. The proposed el enents of the programre of work have been devel oped
bearing in mnd the need

(@) To support the devel opment of national strategies, programes and
action plans concerning agricultural biodiversity, in line wth decision
[11/11 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity, and to pronote their integration in sectoral and cross-sectora
pl ans, programmes and policies;

(b) To build upon existing international plans of action, programres
and strategies that have been agreed by countries, in particular, the d oba
Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant
CGenetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, the Gobal Strategy for the
Managenent of Farm Aninal Cenetic Resources, and the International Plant
Protecti on Convention (1PPC) ;

(c) To ensure harnony with the other relevant programmes of work under
the Convention on Biological Diversity, including those relating to forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity, inland water biological diversity, marine and coasta
bi ol ogical diversity, and dry and sub-hum d [ands, as well as with cross-
cutting issues such as access and benefit-sharing, sustainable use,
indicators, alien species, the G obal Taxonony Initiative, and issues related
to Article 8 (j);

(d) To pronote synergy and coordination, and to avoid duplication,
between rel evant programmes of various international organizations and between
programmes at the national and regional |evels established under the auspices
of international organizations, while respecting the mandates and existing
programmes of work of each organization and the intergovernnental authority of
t he respective governing bodi es, conm ssions and ot her foruns.

4. In implenenting the programme of work, the ecosystem approach adopted
under the Convention on Biological Dversity will be applied. The application
of this approach inplies, inter alia, intersectoral cooperation,
decentralization of managenent to the |owest |evel appropriate, equitable
distribution of benefits, and the use of adaptive nanagenent policies that can
deal with uncertainties and are modified in the Iight of experience and
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changing conditions. The inplenmentation process will also build upon the
know edge, innovations and practices of local comunities and thus conplenent
Article 8(j) of the Convention. A multi-disciplinary approach that takes into
account scientific, social and economc issues is required.

5. The proposed programme of work has been developed in the |ight of the
basis for action annexed to decision IIlI/Il. Its inplenentation, particularly
the inplementation of programme element 1, will shed further |ight onthe
status and trends of agricultural biodiversity.

B. Proposed el enents of a proqramme of work

6. Based on the above, the follow ng elenments for a programe of work
agreed by the Conference of the Parties. It is inmportant to note that the
four programre elements are intended to be mutually reinforcing: out puts of
certain elenments would feed into others. Accordingly, the ordering of the
el ements does not inply sequential inplementation. However prioritization of
activities within each programme elenent will be necessary as set out in the
sections on ways and neans and timng of expected outputs. Wthin the
franmework of this programme of work, targeted cooperative initiatives may be
| aunched. .

Programme el enent 1. Assessnent s

Operational objective

To provide a conprehensive analysis of status and trends of the world's
agricultural biodiversity and of their underlying causes (including a focus on
t he goods and services agricultural biodiversity provides), as well of [ocal
know edge of its management.

Rati onal e

Processes for country-driven assessnents are in place, or under devel oprment,
for the crop and farmaninmal genetic resources conponents. The assessnents
draw upon, and contribute to, conprehensive data and information systens.
There is also nuch information about resources that provide the basis for
agriculture (soil, water), and about |and cover and use, climatic and agro-
ecol ogi cal zones. However, further assessnents nay be needed, for exanple,
for mcrobial genetic resources, for the ecosystem services provided by
agricultural biodiversity such as nutrient cycling, pest and disease
regulation and pollination, and for social and econom c aspects relate&o
agricultural biodiversity. Assessments may al so be needed for the
interactions between agricultural practices, sustainable agriculture and the
conservation and sustainable use of the conponents of biodiversity refered to
in Annex | to the Convention. Understanding of the underlying causes of the
loss of agricultural biodiversity is limted, as is understanding of the
consequences of such loss for the functioning of agricultural ecosystenmns.
Moreover, the assessments of the various conponents are conducted separately;
there is no integrated assessment of agricultural biodiversity as a whole.
There is also lack of widely accepted indicators of agricultural biodiversity.
The further devel opnent and application of such indicators, as well as
assessnent nethodol ogies, are necessary to allow an analysis of the status and

[ ...
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trends of agricultural biodiversity and its various conmponents and to
facilitate the identification of biodiversity-friendly agricultural practices
(see programme element 2).

Activities

1.1. Support the ongoing or planned assessnents of different conponents
of agricultural biodiversity, for exanple, the reports on the state of the

worl d's plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, 1/ and the state

of the world's aninal genetic resources for food and agriculture, as well

as other relevant reports and assessnments by FAO and other organizations,
el aborated in a country-driven manner through consultative processes.

1.2 Pronote and devel op specific assessments of additional conponents of
agricultural biodiversity that provide ecol ogical services, draw ng upon
the outputs of programme element 2. This mght include targeted
assessnents on priority areas (for exanple, loss of pollinators, pest
managenment and nutrient cycling)

-3, Carry out an assessnent of the know edge, innovations and practices
of farmers and indigenous and | ocal communities in sustaining agricultura
bi odi versity and agro-ecosystem services for and in support of food
production and food security.

1.4. Pronmote and devel op assessnents of the interactions between
agricultural practices and the conservation and sustainable use of the
conponents of biodiversity refered to in Annex 1 to the Convention

1.5. Develop nmethods and techni ques for assessing and nonitoring the
status and trends of agricultural biodiversity and other conmponents of
bi odi versity in agricultural ecosystens, including:

(a) Criteria and guidelines for developing indicators to facilitate
nonitoring and assessnent of the status and trends of biodiversity in
different production systens and environments, and the inpacts of various
practices, building wherever possible on existing work, in accordance with
Decision V/--, on the devel opment of indicators on biological diversity, in
accordance to the particular characteristics and needs of Parties; -

(b) An agreed termnology and classification for agro-ecosystens and
production systenms to facilitate the conparison and synthesis of various
assessnents and nonitoring of different conponents of biodiversity in

1/ It should be noted that the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture has decided that the second report on
the state of the world's plant genetic resources will be prepared, only once the negotiations for the revision of the Intemational Undertaking have

been completed
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agricul tural ecosystens, at all levels and scales, between countries, and
regional and international partner organizations) ‘

(c) Data and infornmation exchange on agricul tural biodiversity
(including available information on ex situ collections) in particular through
the cl earing-house nmechani smunder the Convention on Biological Diversity,
bui | ding on existing networks, databases, and information systens;

(d) Methodol ogy for analysis of the trends of agricultural
biodiversity and its underlying causes, including socio-econonic causes.

Ways and neans

Exchange and use of experiences, information and findings fromthe assessnents
shall be facilitated by Parties, Governments and networks with consultation
between countries and institutions, including use of existing networks.

Country-driven assessments of genetic resources of inportance for food and
agriculture (activity 1.1) shall be inplenented, including through progranmmes
of FAO and in close collaboration with other organizations, such as Cd AR
Resources may need to be identified to support additional assessnents
(activity 1.2), which would draw upon el ements of existing programes of
international organizations, and the outputs of programme el ement 2.

This programme elenent, particularly activity 1.5, wll be supported through
catalytic activities, building upon and bringing together existing programes,
in order assist Parties to develop agricultural biodiversity indicators,
agreed term nol ogy, etc., through, inter alia, technical workshops, neetings
and consultations, e-mil conferences, preparation of discussion papers, and
travel. Funding of these catalytic activities would be through the
Secretariat, wth in-kind contributions from participating organizations.

Ti m ng of expected outputs

A key set of standard questions and a menu of potential indicators of
agricultural biodiversity that may be used by Parties at their national |evel,
and agreed term nol ogy of production environnents by 2002.

Reports on the state of the world's genetic resources, as programmed, | eading
progressively towards a conprehensive assessment and understandi ng of
agricultural biodiversity, with a focus on the goods and services it provides,
by 2010.

2/ This would draw upon, and not seek to replace, existing classification systems for ecosystems and farming systems (e.g. eco-
region, agro-ecological zones, landscapes, land evaluation systems, production systems/environments, farming systems and farm typologies,
etc.), taking into account physica resources (air, climate, land, water, vegetation types), human resource atibutes (population intensity, land-use

pressures, settlement patterns), and degree of market integration.
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Proqrame el enent 2. Adapti ve managenent

per ational objective

To identify managenent practices, technol ogies and policies that pronote the
positive and mitigate the negative inpacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and
enhance productivity and the capacity to sustain |ivelihoods, by expan,ding
know edge, understanding and awareness of the nultiple goods and services
provided by the different |evels and functions of agricultural biodiversity.

Rati onal e

There are large and fairly well-defined research agendas for genetic resources
for food and agriculture. These include the devel opment of conplenmentary
conservation and use strategies, and a focus on devel oping the conservation
and use of under-utilized species. There are also an increasing number of
case-studies on, for exanple, farmand in situ conservation of genetic
resources, and comunity integrated pest nanagenent. However, far nore
understanding is needed of the multiple goods and services provided by the
different levels and functions of agricultural biodiversity. Mich nore
research is needed, for exanple, to examne the relationship between
diversity, resilience and production in agro-ecosystens.

A blend of traditional and newer practices and technologies is used in
agriculture, which utilize, or inpact on, agricultural biodiversity in
different ways, wth particular consequences for biological diversity and for
the sustainability and productivity of agricultural systems. A better
under st andi ng and application of these complex interactions could help to
optim ze the managenment of agricultural biodiversity in production systens.

Such work is essential in order to nmeet the objectives of decision I11/11 of
the Conference of the Parties to promote the positive and mtigate the
negative inpacts of agriculture on biological diversity, and enhance
productivity and capacity to sustain livelihoods.

Activities

2.1. Carry out a series of case-studies, in a range of environnents and
production systens, and in each region

(a) To identify key goods and services provided by agricultural-
bi odiversity, needs for the conservation and sustainable use of components of
this biological diversity in agricultural ecosystems, and threats to such
diversity;

(b) Toidentify best managenment practices; and

(c) Tomonitor and assess the actual and potential inpacts of existing
and new agricul tural technol ogies

This activity would address the nultiple goods and servcies provided by the
different levels and functions of agricultural biodiversity and the
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interaction between its various conponents, as set out in the appendix hereto
with a focus on certain specific and cross-cutting issues, such as:

(a) The role and potential of wild, under-utilized and negl ected
species and products;

(b) The role of genetic diversity in providing resilience, reducing
vul nerability, and enhancing adaptability of production systems to changing
environments and needs;

(c) The synergies and interactions between different conmponents of
agricultural biodiversity,;

(d) The role of pollinators, with particular reference to their
econonmi ¢ benefits, and the effects of introduced species on indigenous
pol l'i nators and ot her aspects of biological diversity;

(e) The role of soil and other bel owground biodiversity in supporting
agricultural production systens, especially in nutrient cycling;

(f) Pest and disease control nechanisms, including the role of natura
enem es and other organisns at field and | andscape | evels, host plant
resistance, and inplications for agro-ecosystem managenent;

(g) The wider ecosystem services provided by agricultura
bi odi versity;

(h) The role of different tenmporal and spatial patterns in nosaics of
land use, including conplexes of different habitats

(i) Possibilities of integrated | andscape managenment as a neans for
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

2.2. ldentify and pronote the dissem nation of information on cost-
effective practices and technologies, and related policy and incentive
neasures that enhance the positive and mtigate the negative inpacts of
agriculture on biological diversity, productivity and capacity to sustain
l'ivelihoods, through:

(a) Conpr ehensi ve anal yses in selected production systens of the costs
and benefits of alternative managenent practices as identified fromactivity
2.1, and the valuation of the goods and services provided by agricultura
bi odi versity;

(b) Conprehensive anal yses of the inpacts of agricultural production
including their intensification and extensification, on the environment and
identification of ways to mitigate negative and pronote positive inpacts;

(c) ldentification, at international and national levels, in close
col | aboration with relevant international organizations, of appropriate
marketing and trade policies, |egal and econom ¢ measures which may support
beneficial practices:

() Pronotion of neglected and under-utilized crops;
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(i) Pronotion of |ocal and indigenous know edge;

(iii) Measures to add value to products of production systens that
sustain biodiversity, and to diversify market opportunities;

(iv) Access and benefit-sharing nmeasures and intellectual property
i ssues;

(v) Econom cal Iy and socially sound neasures that act as
incentives, in accordance with Article 11 and consistent wth

Article 22; and

(vi) Training and capacity-building in support of the above

2.3 Pronote methods of sustainable agriculture that enploy managenent
practices, technologies and policies that pronote the positive and nmitigate
the negative inpacts of agriculture on biodiversity, with particular focus on
the needs of farners and indigenous and | ocal communities.

Ways and neans

Case-studies will be carried out and provided by national institutions, civil-
society organizations, and research institutes, with support from

i nternational organizations for catalysing preparation of studies, mobilizing
funds, dissemnating results, and facilitating feedback and | essons |earned to
case-study providers and policy makers. I nputs woul d be sought from al

rel evant stakehol ders. Resources may need to be identified to promte such
studies, to analyse the results and to provide necessary capacity-building and
human-resource devel opnent, especially at the inter-comunity or district
level. \Where a need is identified, for exanple, through |essons |earned from
earlier case-studies, the Subsidiary Body on Technical, Technol ogical Advice
or the Conference of the Parties will be consulted to consider the pronotion
of regional or global programmes of case-studies, or focused research
activities.

Tim ng of expected outputs

Thirty selected case-studies published, analysed and disseninated by 2005
The case-studies should be representative of regional issues and prioritize
best practices and | essons |earned that can be broadly applied.

Programme el ement 3. Capaci t y- bui | di ng

per ational objective

To strengthen the capacities of farners, indigenous and |ocal communities, and
their organizations and other stakehol ders, , to manage sustainably
agricultural biodiversity so as to increase their benefits, and to pronote
awar eness and responsible action
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Rati onal e

The management of agricultural biodiversity involves many stakehol ders and
often inplies transfers of costs and benefits between stakehol der groups. It
is therefore essential that mechani snms be devel oped not only to consult

st akehol der groups, but also to facilitate their genuine participation in
deci si on-maki ng and in the sharing of benefits.

The sustainabl e managenent of agricultural biodiversity by farners and their
comunities, in particular, is a prerequisite to achieving sustainable
increases in food and livelihood security and to protecting natural resources.
Decision Il11/1l, paragraph 17 (c), of the Conference of the Parties encourages
Parties to promote the |Inobilization of farmi ng communities, including

i ndi genous and | ocal conmmunities for the devel opment, naintenance and use of
their know edge and practices in the conservation and sustainabl e use of

bi ol ogi cal diversity in the agricultural sector". By paragraph 15 of the sane
decision, countries are encouraged "to set up and nmaintain |ocal-level forums
for farmers, researchers, extension workers and other stakeholders to evolve
genui ne partnerships? There is a largely unrealized potential to inprove the
managenent of various aspects of agricultural biodiversity at the level of the
agro- ecosystem through, for exanple, participatory breeding and sel ection
strategies. Farmer groups, and other producer organizations, can be
instrunental in furthering the interests of farmers in optimnzing sustainable,
diversified, production systens and consequently in pronmoting responsible
actions concerning the conservation and sustainable use of agricultura

bi odi versity. Consurner organi zations are also increasingly influential in
this regard

Activities

3.1 Promote enhanced capabilities to manage agricul tural biodiversity by
pronoting partnershi ps among researchers, extension workers and farmers in
research and devel opnent programes for biological diversity conservation
and sustainabl e use of biological diversity in agriculture. To achieve
this, countries should be encouraged to set up and maintain, inter alia,
|l ocal level forums for farmers, including indigenous farmers using
traditional know edge, researchers, extension workers and other

st akehol ders to evol ve genui ne partnerships, including training and
education programmes.

3.2 Enhance the capacity of indigenous and |ocal communities for the
devel opment of strategies and nmethodol ogies for in situ conservation
sust ai nabl e use and managenent of agricultural biological diversity, -
bui | di ng on indi genous know edge systens.

3.3,  Provide opportunities for farnmers and | ocal comunities, and other
st akehol der groups, to participate in the devel opnent and inplenmentation
of national strategies, plans and progranmmes for agricultura

bi odi versity, through decentralized policies and plans, and |oca
governnent  structures.
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3.4 I dentify and pronote possible inmprovenents in the policy .
environment, including benefit-sharing arrangenents and incentive

measures, to support local-Ievel managenent of agricultural biodiversity.

3.5 Pronot e awareness about the value of agricultural biodiversity and
the nultiplegoods and servcies provided by its different |evels and
functions, for sustainable productivity anongst producer organizations,
agricultural cooperatives and enterprises, and consuners, with a viewo
pronoting responsi bl e practices

3.6 Promote networks of farmers and farners' organizations at regiona
I evel for exchange of information and experiences.

Ways and neans

This programme elenment is to be inplemented primarily through initiatives
within countries, including through extension services, |ocal governnent,
educational and civil-society organizations, including farmer/producer and
consuner organi zati ons and mechani snms enphasi zi ng farmer-farmer exchange.

This programme el ement woul d engage the wi dest possible range of civil-society
organi zations, including those not normally linked to biodiversity

initiatives.

Funding is likely to be on a project or programe basis. Catal ytic support
may need to be provided through national, regional and gl obal programres,
organi zations, facilities and funding mechanisnms, in particular to support
capacity-building, exchange and feedback of policy and narket infornation, and
of lessons learned fromthis and programre el enent 2, between |oca

organi zations and policy nakers, nationally, regionally and globally.

Timng of expected outputs

Progressive establishment of |ocal-level forums and regional networks, with a
coverage target of at |east 1,000 communities by 2010.

Exanpl es at country |evel of operational nechanisns for participation by a
wi de range of stakehol der groups including civil-society organizations, by
2002.

I nvol verent of farmers and |ocal comunities in the mgjority of nationa
programes by 2010

Programe el enent 4. Mai nst r eam nq

Qper ational objective

To support the devel opnent of national plans or strategies for the
conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity and to pronote
their mainstreanming and integration in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and
progr ames
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Rati onal e

Many countries are now devel opi ng biodiversity strategies and action plans in
the context of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and many al so have a
nunber of other policies, strategies and plans related to agriculture, the
envi ronment and national devel opment. z/ Moreover, countries have agreed on
gl obal action plans for major conmponents of biological diversity, such as

pl ant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and, in Agenda 21 and the
World Food Summit Plan of Action, on plans for sustainable devel opment and
food security in general

In nmost countries, activities related to agricultural biodiversity are
undertaken primarily by ministries responsible for agriculture. There is
clearly a need to nmainstreamthe action plans for conponents of agricultura

bi odi versity in sectoral devel opment plans concerned with food, agriculture,
forestry and fisheries, and to pronote synergy and avoid duplication between
the plans for the various conponents. Together with other thematic progranmes
of work, this could contribute to the integration of biodiversity

consi derations in national plans

Devel opnent and inplenentation of action plans requires reliable and
accessible information, but many countries do not have well devel oped
information, conmmunication or early-warning systems or the capacity to respond
to identified threats

Activities

4.1. Support the institutional framework and policy and planning
mechani sns for the mainstreaming of agricultural biodiversity in
agricultural strategies and action plans, and its integration into w der
strategi es and plans for biological diversity, through

(a) Support for relevant institutions in the conduct of assessnents on
the status and trends of agricultural biodiversity within the context of
ongoi ng biodiversity and sectoral assessments;

(b) Devel opnent of policy and planning guidelines, and training
materials, and support for capacity-building initiatives at policy, technica
and |l ocal levels in agricultural and environnental forums for the devel oprent,
i mpl ementation, nonitoring and evaluation of policies, programes and actions
for the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity; and

(c) I nproved consultation, coordination, and informtion-sharing
Wi thin countries anpong respective focal points and lead institutions, relevant
technical commttees and coordinating bodies, to pronote synergy in the
i npl enentation of agreed plans of action and between ongoi ng assessnents and
i ntergovernmental processes.

2/ These include agricultural sector plans, national environment action plans, national sustainable development strategies, nahonal

forestry action plans, World Bank plans for structurd adjustment, etc.
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4.2. Support the devel opment or adaptation of relevant systens of
information, early warning and conmunication to enable effective
assessnent of the state of agricultural biodiversity and threats to it, in
support of national strategies and action plans, and of appropriate
response nechani sns.

4.3.  Prompte public awareness of the goods and services provided by
agricultural biological diversity, and the value and inportance of such
diversity for agriculture and for society in general

4.4, Pronote ongoing and planned activities for the conservation, on
farm in situ, and ex situ, in particular, in the countries of origin, of
the variability of genetic resources for food and agriculture, including
their wild relatives

Ways and neans

Activities would be inplenmented primarily at national |evel through enhanced
communi cation, coordination nechanisns and pl anni ng processes that involve al
st akehol der groups, facilitated by international organizations, and by funding
mechani sns.

This programme el enent shoul d draw upon the experience of ongoing programes
(such as UNEP's support to national biodiversity strategies and action plans)
and a critical analysis of existing practice.

National, regional and international projects and programres that address
policy and institutional devel opnent within specific sectors should make
provision, as appropriate, for integration across sectors. Sinmilarly, the
devel opnent of guidelines should be carried out within the context of the
obj ectives of this programme el enent.

Resources may need to be identified to further devel op or adapt early-warning
systems, including the capacity to identify thresholds and action needed, and
for pilot exanples of effective and sustainable response mechani sns to address
threats at local, national and supranational |evels

Timng of expected outputs

Progressively increased capacity at national |evel for information managenent,
assessnent and conmuni cation. Over 100 countries to participate in va&ous
assessnents under activities 1.1 and 1.2 by 2005.

Coordi nation between sectoral assessnents and plans of action at nationa
level in the ngjority of countries by 2005

Range of guidelines published at the international |level (on topics to be
determ ned according to needs at national and regional |evels).
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Appendi x
THE SCOPE OF AGRI CULTURAL, BIODIVERSIT'Y

1. Agricultural biodiversity is a broad termthat includes all conponents
of biological diversity of relevance to food and agriculture, and al
conponents of biological diversity that constitute the agro-ecosystem the
variety and variability of animals, plants and micro-organisns, at the
genetic, species and ecosystem levels, which are necessary to sustain key
functions of the agro-ecosystem its structure and processes, in accordance
with annex | of decision IIl/11 of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

2. The Conference of Parties has recognized "the special nature of
agricultural biodiversity, its distinctive features, and probl ens needing
di stinctive solutions" 4/ The distinctive features include the follow ng:

(a) Agricultural biodiversity is essential to satisfy basic human
needs for food and Ilivelihood security;

(b) Agricultural biodiversity is managed by farnmers; many conponents
of agricultural biodiversity depend on this human influence; indigenous
knowl edge and culture are integral parts of the management of agricultura
bi odi versity;

(c) There is a great interdependence between countries for the genetic
resources for food and agriculture

(d) For crops and donestic animals, diversity within species is at
| east as inportant as diversity between species and has been greatly expanded
through agriculture;

(e) Because of the degree of human managerment of agricultura
bi odi versity, its conservation in production systens is inherently linked to
sust ai nabl e use;

(f) Nonetheless, much biological diversity is now conserved ex_situ in
gene banks or breeders' nmaterials;

The interaction between the environnment, genetic resources and
managenent practices that occurs in situ within agro-ecosystens often
contributes to maintaining a dynamc portfolio of agricultural biodiversity.

-

3. The follow ng dinensions of agricultural biodiversity can be identified:
(a) Cenetic resources for food and agricul ture, including:
(i) Pl ant genetic resources, including pasture and rangel and species

genetic resources of trees that are an integral part of farm ng
syst ens;

41 See decision n/l  of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

o L /
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(i) Animal genetic resources, including fishery genetic resources,
cases where fish production is part of the farmng system and
insect genetic resources;

(i) M crobial and fungal genetic resources.

These constitute the main units of production in agriculture,
cultivated species,

animal s, as well

i ncl udi ng
donesticated species and managed wild plants and

as wild relatives of cultivated and donesticated species;

(b) Conponents of agricultural
ecol ogi cal services.

agricul tural
inter alia:

bi odi versity that provide
These include a diverse range of organisns in
production systens that contribute, at various scales to,

(i) Nutrient cycling,
of soil fertility;

(i) Pest and disease regulation;
(iii) Pol l'i nati on;

(iv) Maintenance and enhancenent of

local wildlife and habitats in
their |andscape,

(v) Maintenance of the hydrol ogical cycle;

(vi) Erosion control;
(vii) Cimte regulation and carbon sequestration;

(c) Abiotic factors, which have a deternmining effect on these aspects
of agricultural biodiversity;

(b) Soci o-econonmi ¢ and cul tural di mensions since agricultural
bi odiversity is largely shaped by human activities and management practices.
These incl ude:

(1) Traditional and |ocal know edge of agricultural

bi odi versity,
cultural factors and participatory processes;
(i) Tourism associated with agricultural |andscapes;
(iii) Ot her soci o-econonmic factors.

(for GURT Decision - see SBSTTA 4)

in

deconposition of organic matter and mai ntenance


http://www.biodiv.org/sbstta4/PDF/English/SBSTTA4-14e.pdf



