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Progress Report on COP 9

With one week of negotiating down and one to go it is time for a progress report. We are in the middle of what many see as “the make or break COP.” In light of accelerating biodiversity destruction and food crisis governments need to put aside their individual interests and move the process forward. In sum: progress is painfully slow, has been compromised by breakdowns in process, and is largely disconnected from the world outside the Maritim – the luxury hotel where negotiations are occurring. 

Connecting with the world outside the Maritim

With one week left parties must make swifter progress on the key issues found in the report card while ensuring equitable and democratic participation in negotiations. Furthermore, Parties must respond to the fast-changing context outside the Maritim, such as growing concern with the world food emergency, the impact of agrofuels on both food and biodiversity, rampant deforestation, and high seas plunder. 

If you don’t speak English, then don’t participate! 

Crucial negotiations have happened in small groups. While these groups are open, they have been without interpretation (spoken or written) at key moments – the working language is English. Developing country governments have been doubly disadvantaged by the proliferation of these small groups since their delegations are so much smaller than those from the North, or ‘developed’ countries. Spread thin many countries have been unable to participate in important negotiations taking place at the same time in different rooms.

For example, on the critical issue of agrofuels, government delegates from Panama and Bolivia were unable to participate in the negotiation due to lack of interpretation. China noted its  difficulty with the number of simultaneous working groups, so one cannot imagine how other, less resourced developing country states can effectively participate! This raises the on-going issue of funding for developing country delegates to attend and participate in United Nations processes.

Budgetary Priorities – to southern participants, not to business engagement! 

As such, the budget allocation for the Convention has also come under civil society scrutiny. There are decisions on the table that would allocate funds to engage business in the Convention processes, while at the same time decisions that might eliminate funds for Secretariat work around Indigenous Peoples, local communities, and traditional knowledge are being considered. Not to mention the missing funds for effective, and democratic participation of non-English speaking delegates. 

Ministers take action! 

We hope the Ministers, who are arriving later today, will take this opportunity to create real momentum, and make the CBD matter for life and livelihoods on earth. 

To help that along, we present a report card of progress so far. ‘Grades’ were determined in relation to CSO demands issued on the first day of the COP (you can find them in the Notes on the last page), and from contributions from many civil society organizations gathered in Bonn. We also draw attention to Parties ‘helping’ make progress on the issues, and those ‘blocking’ advances.
COP 9 Progress Report

	Issue 
	Grade
	Helpers
	Blockers

	Agricultural Biodiversity
	Poor
	Switzerland, Liberia, IAASTD
	Australia, Canada

	Agrofuels
	Poor
	Malawi, Zambia, EU (except for certification), Norway
	Canada, Colombia, Brazil

	Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
	Failing
	Like-minded mega diverse countries (LMMCs)
	Canada, New Zealand

	ABS 
	Poor-average
	Malaysia and Brazil for LMMCs, Africa
	Canada, Japan, Australia, New Zealand

	GE Trees 
	Failing
	Switzerland, Liberia
	Canada, EU

	Ocean Dumping/ Fertilization 
	Poor-average
	Ghana, Philippines, Ecuador, EU, Norway
	Australia, Brazil 

	Forest Biological Diversity 
	Poor
	Liberia, Kenya, EU, Peru
	Canada, Brazil, Malaysia, Australia

	Marine Biological Diversity
	Good 

(cautiously)
	The EU, Canada,

New Zealand,

Mexico, The African Group,

Thailand.
	Indonesia, China,

Venezuela, Peru,

Flexibility was shown by:  Argentina, 

Iceland, Cuba

	Climate change and Biodiversity 


	Failing
	EU
	Brazil, Columbia, Canada, Australia, New Zealand

	Protected Areas 
	Failing
	Guatemala, Kenya, Mexico
	EU, Canada, New Zealand, Malaysia

	Financing
	Poor
	Brazil
	Japan, UK, Italy


Grades (worst to best): Failing, Poor, Average, Good, Excellent

Civil society media contacts

General Contacts

The following two contacts can connect you with civil society experts to comment on any COP issues. 

Jessica Dempsey, CBD Alliance

English, French 

Can direct you to civil society representatives working on most issues. 

Local Number: + 49 (0)176- 8505 57 83 

Email: jdempsey@interchange.ubc.ca 

Guenter Mitlacher – German Forum on Environment and Development 

English, German 

Local number: +49 (0)170-839 15 52

Email: cop9@forume.de 

Issue Contacts: 
Camila Moreno, Brazil, Terra de Direitos 

English, Spanish, Poruguese

Issues: biofuels/agrofuels, forests, plantations

Ph: 015225344753

In Bonn to 28 May 2008

Martin Kaiser, Greenpeace, Germany

English, German 

Issues: forests, financing, protected areas

Email: mkaiser@greenpeace.de, 

ph: 0049 171 8780817
Soledad Vogliano, CEPAAS, Argentina

English, Spanish

Issues: biofuels/agrofuels, genetically modified organisms, 

Local number: 016098653217

In Bonn until the 30th in Bonn, phone 

Dr. Miguel Lovera, Global Forest Coalition, Paraguay

English, Spanish, Dutch

Issues: forests, biofuels/agrofuels, GE trees

ph: 0049 176 85012823. 

miguel.lovera@globalforestcoalition.org

Patrick Mulvany, Practical Action, United Kingdom

English

Issues: agricultural biodiversity, food, farmer’s rights 

Ph: 0049 176 85037049 

patrickmulvany@clara.co.uk 

Helena Paul, Econexus UK  

English, Spanish, Portuguese 

Issues: agrofuels, agricultural biodiversity 

ph: 0049 176 85012823. 

h.paul@econexus.info  

Ditdit Pelegrina, SEARICE, The Philippines 

English, Tagalog 

Issues: ocean fertilization, false solutions to climate change 

ph:  +632 917 793 8618 

ditdit_pelegrina@SEARICE.ORG.PH  

Anne Petermann, STOP GE Trees Campaign, USA  

English, Spanish 

Issues: GE trees 

ph: 0049 176 77187583 

globalecology@gmavt.net  

Lucy Sharratt, Canadian Biotechnology Action Network, Canada 

English, French

Issues: genetically engineered trees 

ph: 0049 176 85012823 

coordinator@cban.ca 

Saskia Richartz,  Belgium, Greenpeace

English

Issues: marine and coastal biodiversity, marine protected areas  

ph +32 495 290 028

saskia.richartz@diala.greenpeace.org 

Maurizio Ferrari, UK, Forest Peoples Programme 

English, Italian

Issues: protected areas, ecosystem approach

ph: 0044 7733478307 

maurizio@forestpeoples.org

Francois Meienberg, Berne Declaration, Switzerland

English, French, German

Issues: Access and Benefit Sharing 

ph: 0041 79 796 76 12

food@evb.org

Silvia Ribeiro, Pat Mooney / ETC Group

 English, Spanish, Portuguese Issues: ocean fertilization, GM trees, agrofuels, terminator 

silvia@etcgroup.org 

Ph: 0176 7706 4731

Notes: 

Civil Society Demands to COP 9 – 19 May, 2008 

1. Small-scale, biodiversity-rich farming and food production is essential to the conservation and sustainability of agricultural biodiversity and to solving the food crisis. COP9 must recognise this and adopt measures to guarantee the rights of farmers, pastoralists, fisherfolk, forest dwellers and Indigenous Peoples who continue to develop and improve such farming systems. Public funding for rights-based, in-situ biodiversity-based conservation must therefore be increased.

2. The CBD must ban industrial agrofuel production, including the so-called “second generation” agrofuels, will exacerbate the food crisis, compete for land and water, and have devastating impacts on marginalized peoples,  and important ecosystems,. 

3. The CBD must fully respect the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities by integrating human rights, including the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, into all relevant decisions taken at the CBD. 

4. Any discussion on Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) must be based on the recognition and affirmation of the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities and guarantee their sovereignty over genetic resources and related traditional knowledge. Therefore we ask for a legally-binding ABS regime that incorporates these rights and stops biopiracy. 

5. The CBD must apply the Precautionary Principle by banning genetically engineered trees and false climate fixes such as ocean fertilization, which involves the dumping of nutrients such as iron and nitrogen into seawater – ostensibly to sequester carbon; in reality to profit from carbon credits.

6. Tree plantations are not forests. The CBD must identify and quash perverse economic incentives that lead to deforestation, make real commitments to combat illegal and unsustainable logging, and reject socially and environmentally destructive tree monoculture plantations. The CBD must promote an approach to forest biodiversity that has, at its core, the rights and interests of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, and ensure their full and effective participation in all negotiations concerning their lands and ecosystems, including international climate negotiations. 

7. The CBD must adopt criteria for the protection of marine areas in open ocean waters and deep-sea habitats. The process of preparing the current recommended criteria failed to integrate indigenous and traditional knowledge and science. This must be urgently rectified through the full and effective participation of indigenous and local fishing communities. 

8. CBD recommendations must be fully integrated into future global climate change agreements (such as the UNFCCC) in order to ensure protection of biodiversity and the rights and interests of Indigenous Peoples and local communities.

9. Many “protected areas” fail to recognise the rights and full participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, even though they have been managing and protecting biodiversity for millennia. These protected areas take away not only their lands but also their livelihoods and cultural heritage. The CBD must implement the principles of governance, participation, equity and benefit sharing of the CBD’s Protected Areas programme of work (reflected in Element 2) and recognise and support the areas and territories already conserved by Indigenous Peoples and local communities. 

10. The failure to establish a voting formula at the CBD has allowed a powerful minority of governments to paralyze or dilute decision-making. Consensus decision-making has not often worked. The CBD must end this absurdity and establish a system based on one nation-one vote.  

For further information and contacts please see the CBD Alliance media advisory located at www.undercovercop.org/media.  
